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Introduction 
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 

It is important to periodically evaluate our ability to communicate our position 
on issues with the state legislature.  The legislative voting record on these issues 
is one way to measure our effectiveness in communicating our position.  A 
brief summary of the bills from the 48th Second regular session (2007) for 
issues on which the Game and Fish Commission has taken a formal position 
is included in this summary. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE 48T H LEGISLATURE 1S T REGULAR SESSION  

The Arizona State Legislature adjourned sine die on Wednesday June 
20th, 2007 at 10:58pm.  The Legislative Session was lengthy (164 days) tying for 
fifth on the list of the longest regular sessions.  A budget was struck in the 
waning days of session between the Governor, the House and Senate after 
lengthy negotiations.   
 
The majority of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission (Commission) and 
Arizona Game and Fish Department’s (Department) time was devoted to 
authorization of the Commission’s budget and passage of HB 2443 off-highway 
vehicles; user fee.  
  
The Commission voted to oppose 
only one bill, SB 1492 lottery 
proceeds; university scholarships, which 
was never given a committee 
hearing.  The bill directed funds 
upstream of the Heritage Fund for 
other purposes, which may have 
jeopardized full funding of the Heritage Fund.   

Subject Number
Days of Session 164
Bills Posted 1,434
B
Bills

ills Passed 318
 Vetoed 22

Bills Signed 296
Memorials, Resolutions Posted 114
Memorials, Resolutions Passed 22

 
The Commission formally voted to support six bills, however up to eight bills 
were supported at one point or another during the session due to budget bills, 

and duplicative bills Subject Number Success %
Bills Supported by the Commission 6 66.6%
Bills Opposed by the Commission 1 100.0%
Bills Tracked by the Department 96 N/A
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such as the bills dealing with the Goldwater Range.  The Department’s success 
rate in communicating the Commission’s position was 71.4%.   

 
 

Governor’s nominees to the Game and Fish Commission 
Commissioner Martin was appointed by the Governor to the 
Game and Fish Commission on June 22, 2006 after the Senate 
failed to move her nomination to the full Senate floor for a 
vote.  Commissioner Martin was approved by the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs on March 

28th, 2007 and received unanimous Senate approval on May 15th, 2007 
 
Commissioner Robert R. Woodhouse was nominated by the 
Governor and received approval from the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs on April 25th, 2007 and 
was confirmed by the full Senate unanimously on May 15th, 
2007.   
 
General Effective Date 
The general effective date for 2006 enactments not containing an emergency 
clause, or other specified date is the 90th day after the Legislature adjourns sine 
die. For this past regular legislative session, the general effective date is 
Wednesday September 19, 2007. 
 
 

SUPPORTED, OPPOSED & BUDGET BILLS 

Short Title of Legislation - Supported Bill # Status Level of Impact
Barry Goldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction HB 2093 passed House 58-0 held in Senate Judiciary NORMAL
big game permits; grandchildren HB 2116 Chap. 5, Laws 2007 MEDIUM
big game permits; transfers HB 2117 Chap. 66, Laws 2007 MEDIUM
user fee; off-highway vehicles HB 2443 Passed House 54-4 failed in Senate 3rd Read 15-10 HIGH
urge protection; Kofa herd HCM 2008 Passed House 37-20 and Senate 19-9 to SOS NORMAL
disabled veterans' complimentary fishing licenses SB 1305 Passed Senate Nat. Res. 7-0 no COW MEDIUM
concurrent jurisdiction; Barry Goldwater range SB 1326 Chap. 197, Laws 2007 NORMAL
Goldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction SB 1355 No Hearing in Senate Judiciary NORMAl
Budget Bills Bill # Status Level of Impact
general appropriations; 2007-2008; 2008-2009 HB 2781 Chap. 255, Laws 2007 HIGH
appropriations; capital outlay HB 2783 Chap. 257, Laws 2007 HIGH
Short Title of Legislation -Opposed Bill # Status Level of Impact
lottery proceeds; university scholarships SB 1492 No hearing in Sen. Higher Ed. Comm NORMAL
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Legislation 
BILL SUMMARIES & DISPOSITION1

BILL SUMMARIES 

 
 HB 2093 Barry Goldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction 

Sponsor:  Representative John Nelson  
Summary:  The list of lands for which the federal government may 
request concurrent criminal jurisdiction with the state is expanded by 
adding the Barry M. Goldwater Range.  (Allows federal officers to 
enforce title 17 violations.) 
Disposition:  3/26/07 Held in Senate Judiciary.   (See SB 1326) 
 
Impact Level: NORMAL (Yes Vote +1, No Vote -1) 

 
 HB 2116 b g game permits; grandchildren i

                                                     

Sponsor:  Representative Jerry Weiers  
Summary:  The list of persons who may transfer a big game permit 
is expanded to include grandparents who may transfer a permit to a 
minor grandchild. The minor must be accompanied in the field by 
the transferring grandparent or the minor's parent or guardian. 
Disposition:  4/6/07 Signed by Governor Chap. 5 Laws 2007 
 
Impact Level: MEDIUM (Yes Vote +2, No Vote -2) 

 
 HB 2117 big game permits; transfers 

Sponsor:  Representative Jerry Weiers 
Summary:  The list of people to whom a holder of a big game 
permit may transfer the permit is expanded to include a minor child 
with a permanent physical "disability." If the child is younger than 14, 
the child must complete the hunter education course offered by the  
Game and Fish Department. A definition of "disability" is added 
stating, it refers to a permanent physical impairment that 

 
1 Disposition Bar Graph may be found in the Addendum, Table 1 
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"substantially" limits one or more of the child's "major life activities," 
requiring assistance by a person or mechanical device for mobility. 
Disposition:  4/16 signed by Governor. Chap. 66, Laws 2007 
 
 
Impact Level: MEDIUM (Yes Vote +2, No Vote -2) 

 HB 2443 off-highway vehicles; user fee 
Sponsor:  Representative Jerry Weiers 
Summary:  Effective January 1, 2008, various changes in statutes 
related to operation of off-highway vehicles, including a requirement 
that off-highway vehicles display a sticker (or indicia) issued by the 
Department of Transportation and that a fee is charged for the 
indicia. Proceeds from the sale of indicia would be distributed to 
various state and local agencies for law enforcement, mitigation, 
trails, education and information. Off-highway vehicles must have 
certain equipment and minors operating an off-highway vehicle must 
wear helmets.  Violations are considered civil traffic violations.  New 
license plates are established for off-highway vehicles, which must 
systematically replace the current plates, and which are valid for one 
year.  Off-highway vehicles are subject to a vehicle license tax of $3 
instead of the regular VLT rate.  It is a class 3 misdemeanor to drive 
an off-highway vehicle off of an existing road or trail in a way that 
causes damage to wildlife habitat, cultural or natural resources, or 
property; to drive an off-highway vehicle on closed roads or trails; to 
operate an off-highway vehicle in connection with acts of vandalism 
or other crimes; or for anyone other than a government agent to 
place or remove a regulatory sign governing off-highway vehicle use 
on any public or state land.  
Disposition:  6/20/07 failed on reconsideration 15-10 (Senate) 
 
Impact Level: HIGH (Yes Vote +3, No Vote -3) 
 

 HCM 2008 urge protection; Kofa herd 
Sponsor:  Representative Jerry Weiers 
Summary:  Urges Congress to designate the Arizona Game & Fish 
Commission as lead agency in the management of non-endangered 
state wildlife and further urges the Commission to employ all tools 
and resources to recover the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge's bighorn 
sheep population, which has declined from 812 in 2000 to 390 in 
2006. 
Disposition:  4/12 passed Senate 19-9; to Secretary of State 
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Impact Level: NORMAL (Yes Vote +1, No Vote -1) 
 
 

 SB 1305 disabled veterans’ complimentary licenses 
Sponsor:  Senator Rebecca Rios 
Summary:  Would have allowed the Game and Fish Commission to 
issue complimentary fishing licenses to veterans who are receiving 
compensation for permanent service connected disabilities rated at 
least 70% disabling. 
Disposition:  2/1/07 from Senate nat res-rural with amend, no 
COW hearing  
 
Impact Level: MEDIUM (Yes Vote +2, No Vote -2) 

 
 

 
 SB 1326  concurrent jurisdiction; Barry Goldwater Range 

Sponsor:  Senator Barbara Leff 
Summary:  The list of lands on which both the state and the federal 
government have concurrent criminal jurisdiction is expanded to 
include the Goldwater Range. 
Disposition:  5/8/07 signed by governor. Chap. 197, Laws 2007 
 
Impact Level: NORMAL (Yes Vote +1, No Vote -1) 
 
 

 SB 1355  Goldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction 
Sponsor:  Senator Amanda Aguirre 
Summary:  The list of lands for which the federal government may 
request concurrent criminal jurisdiction with the state is expanded by 
adding the Barry M. Goldwater Range. 
Disposition:  2/1/07 referred to Senate judiciary, no hearing (See 
SB 1326) 
 
Impact Level: NORMAL (Yes Vote +1, No Vote -1) 
 



 

 

8

BUDGET BILLS 

 
 HB 2781  general appropriations; 2007-2008; 2008-2009 

Sponsor:  Representative John McComish 
Summary:  Makes general appropriations for state agencies and 
session law changes related to the FY2007-08 budget. 94% o  
Commission budget approved including:   on-line application fee 
waived for watercraft users, new readio towers and radio tower 
upgrades, life jacket loaner program and boating safety grant 
program.  Several habitat restoration projects, Sportsmen’s club 
grant, shooting range and hatchery renovations and a 3.25% pay 
increase to all employees (the.25% is performance pay).   

f

Disposition:  6/25/07 Signed by Governor Laws 2007 Chap. 255  
 
Impact Level: HIGH(Yes Vote +3, No Vote -3) 
 
 

 HB 2783  appropriations; capital outlay 
Sponsor:  Representative John McComish 
Summary:  Approves all Game and Fish capital projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposition:  6/25/07 Signed by Governor Laws 2007 Chap. 257 
 
Impact Level: HIGH(Yes Vote +3, No Vote -3) 

 

FY 2007-2008
Project Fund Amount

boat shade canopies watercraft licensing fund $195,000
boat registration kiosks watercraft licensing fund $240,000
shooting range access improvements game and fish capital improvement fund $150,000
statewide preventative maintenance game and fish fund $30,000
headquarters construction watercraft licensing fund $80,000
Becker Lake facilities improvements game and fish capital improvement fund $120,000
Becker Wildlife Area bridge game and fish capital improvement fund $52,000
Regional II (Flagstaff) office remodel/expansion game and fish capital improvement fund $1,050,000
seven mile shooting range game and fish capital improvement fund $48,000
Robins Butte levee game and fish capital improvement fund $228,000

$2,193,000

Game and Fish Capitol Projects

Total
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Analysis 
HOW LEGISLATORS VOTED  

Below you will find the non weighted and weighted results of how members of 
the legislature voted on Commission supported/opposed bills. 

KEY TO THE TABLES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 

Impact Non Weighted Votes 
Occasionally legislators are not available for a vote on the floor and 
subsequently their position is not recorded.  A non weighted scale takes in the 
amount of times a legislator simply voted with the Commission position on 
legislation.     
 
The last recorded vote on a piece of legislation is depicted only.   
 
The scale is as follows: 

 Voted for the Commission position = 1 
 Voted against the Commission position = 0   

The number of times the legislator voted with an AGFD Commission position 
is divided by the total number of bills (the Commission has taken a position 
on) the legislator voted on.  
 
Example:  Representative L supported the Commission position 5 times out of 
a possible 10 Commission position bills.  Rep. L supports the Commission 
position 50% of the time.   
 
Impact Weighted 
Because not all bills impact the Department to an equal degree, the bills are 
assigned a level of impact in order to place a greater emphasis on more 
important bills in which the Department sought more support or emphatically 
opposed.  The votes on all bills are weighted in accordance with the degree of 
impact on the Department.  In general, the level of impact of a bill is measured 
by considering the bill’s affect on the existing authority of the Commission, the 
Department’s financial security, or the Department’s overall ability to 
effectively manage wildlife. 
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Note 
This scorecard is not intended to be used in judging legislators, but rather, our 
ability to effectively communicate our position on issues.  Also, these 
calculations do not take into account work that goes on behind the scene on 
legislative issues (i.e., helping a bill be heard and debated).  

 

Total Points = Total number of weighted points versus the total number of 
weighted points possible (excluding points possible from bill sponsorship) if 
the legislator were to consistently vote in favor of the AZGFD position. 

The last recorded vote on a piece of legislation is depicted only. 

 
THE WEIGHTING SCALE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

• Bill of NORMAL Impact:  
Vote in favor of the Commission position +1  
Against the Commission position -1 

• Bill of MEDIUM Impact:  
Vote in favor of the Commission position +2  
Against the Commission position -2 

• Bill of HIGH Impact:   
Vote in favor of the Commission position +3  
Against the Commission position -3 

 
Bill Sponsorship (1st Primary Sponsor) 
 A sponsor of a bill supported by the Commission will receive 1 additional 

point per bill sponsorship  
 A sponsor of a bill opposed by the Commission will lose 1 point per bill 

sponsorship 

 Photo: Courtesy of the Arizona State Library and Archives 
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2 Data for this table may be found in Addendum #2 
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HOUSE,  NON WEIGHTED TABLE CONT. 3

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
3 Data for this table may be found in Addendum #2 
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SENATE,  NON WEIGHTED TABLE.  4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
4 Data for this table may be found in Addendum #3 
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SENATE,  NON WEIGHTED TABLE.  5

                                                      
5 Data for this table may be found in Addendum #3 
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HOUSE, WEIGHTED TABLES 6
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SENATE, WEIGHTED TABLES 7

 

                                                      
7 The data for this table may be found in Addendum #5 
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Addendum(s) 
ANALYSIS SPREADSHEETS 

Addendum #1 (Disposition of Bills) 

Bill # and Short T itle
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

Percentage Com pleted

HB 2093  Barry G oldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

37.5%

HB 2116  big gam e perm its; grandchildren
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

HB 2117  big gam e perm its; transfers
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

HB 2443  user fee; off-h ighway vehic les
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

62.5%

HCM  2008  urge protection; Kofa herd

SB 1305  disabled veterans' com plim entary fishing licenses
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

12.5%

SB 1326  concurrent jurisdiction; Barry G oldwater range
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

SB 1355 G oldwater range; concurrent jurisdiction
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

0%

SB 1492  lo ttery proceeds; university scholarships
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

0%

HB 2781  general appropriations; 2007-2008; 2008-2009
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

HB 2783 appropriations; capita l outlay 
Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Com m ittee CO W 3rd Read Agreem ent G overnor

Senate

100%

100%

100%

How  to Read the Chart

100%

Budget B ills

B ills Supported

Bills O pposed

100%

100%
Agreem entHouse

Rem em ber HB starts in the House &  SB 
starts in the Senate
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Addendum #2 (House non-weighted table) 

Position Support Support Support Support Support Support Support Support
IMPACT HIGH MEDIUM NORMAL NORMAL HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM HIGH Sum Total Voted GF Pos.
ALVAREZ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 10
ANDERSON 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
BOONE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
BRADLEY 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 10
BROWN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
BURNS 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
DESIMONE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
HERSHBERGER 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 10
KONOPNICKI 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
McCLURE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
McCOMISH 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
McGUIRE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
PANCRAZI 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
PATON 1 1 1 1 1 5 5 10
REAGAN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
ROBSON 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
ULMER 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 10
WEIERS, JP 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 7 8 8
BURGES 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 7 8 8
CAMPBELL, CHAD 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
FARLEY 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
KIRKPATRICK 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 7 8 8
LUJAN 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
NELSON 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 7 8 8
PREZELSKI 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
RIOS 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
SCHAPIRA 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
THRASHER 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 7 8 8
WEIERS 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 7 8 8
YARBROUGH 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 7 8 8
MIRANDA 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 6 7 8
SINEMA 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 6 7 8
LOPEZ 1 1 0 1 1 1 5 6 8
NICHOLS 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 6 8
TOM 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 6 8
ABLESER 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
BARNES 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
BARTO 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
CAJERO BEDFORD 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
CLARK 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
CRANDALL 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
CRUMP 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
DRIGGS 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
GALLARDO 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
GARCIA 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
LOPES 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
MEZA 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 6 8 7
MURPHY 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
PEARCE 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
TOBIN 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
KAVANAUGH 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 8 7
MASON 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 5 7 7
SARADNICK 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 5 7 7
CAMPBELL, CLOVES 1 1 0 1 0 1 4 6 6
McLAIN 1 1 1 0 0 1 4 6 6
ADAMS 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 5 8 6
BIGGS 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 4 7 5
GROE 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 7 5
FARNSWORTH 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 4 8 5
STUMP 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4 8 5
Support Totals 58 56 46 52 37 37 42 55 383 458 84%

Analysis
Arizona House of Representatives 48th Legislature 1st Regular Session

Game & Fish 
Commission

HB 2093 HB 2116 HB 2117 HB 2443 HCM 2008 HB 2781 HB 2783 SB 1326

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
8%
6%
6%
3%
3%
3%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
1%
1%
7%
7%
3%
7%
7%
0%
0%
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Addendum #3 (Senate non weighted table) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position Support Support Support Support Support Support Support Support
IMPACT MEDIUM MEDIUM HIGH LOW HIGH HIGH MEDIUM NORMAL Sum Total Voted GF Pos.
AGUIRRE 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6 100%
ALLEN 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
ARZBERGER 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 100%
BEE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
BURNS 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
FLAKE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 8 100%
LINDA GRAY 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
HALE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
HARPER 1 1 1 1 4 4 100%
LEFF 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
MIRANDA 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
SOLTERO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
WARING 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 7 100%
BLENDU 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 7 8 8
LANDRUM TAYLOR 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 7 8 8
CHEUVRONT 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 6 7 8
CHUCK GRAY 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 6 7 8
HUPPENTHAL 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 6 7 8
O'HALLERAN 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 6 7 8
VERSCHOOR 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 6 7 8
McCUNE DAVIS 1 1 0 1 1 1 5 6 83%
RIOS 1 0 1 1 1 1 5 6 8
TIBSHRAENY 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 6 8
GARCIA 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 5 7 7
ABOUD 1 0 0 1 1 1 4 6 6
BURTON CAHILL 1 0 1 2 3 67%
GORMAN 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 4 7 5
PESQUIERA 1 1 0 0 1 1 4 7 5
JOHNSON 1 0 0 0 1 1 3 6 5
GOULD 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 7 4

Support Totals 27 28 15 19 23 25 7 29 173 201 86%

HB 2783 SB 1326 AnalysisSB 1305

Arizona Senate 48th Legislature 1st Regular Session
Game & Fish 
Commission HB 2116 HB 2117 HB 2443 HCM 2008 HB 2781

8%
8%
6%
6%
6%
6%
6%

3%
3%
1%
7%

7%
7%
0%
3%
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Addendum #4 (House weighted table) 
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Addendum #5 (Senate weighted table) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Note:  All tables include an additional point for the Sponsor of a bill. 
 

                                                                  ~ Addendum End ~ 
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